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Synopsis: This article discusses the financial struggle Medicare is facing during the COVID-19 pandemic. Pre-pandemic, Medicare had already been struggling in this sector and now that a pandemic has been put on top of it, it has lead to a plethora of complications. The article goes on to discuss how the funding sources for Medicare are being compromised with fewer payroll taxes being collected, reserves being used for COVID-19 relief efforts (CARES Act), and increases in demand for its services. Before the pandemic, it was described as an impending health care crisis with heavy concern that money will begin to run out in 2026 for part A of trust fund. When taking into account the impact this pandemic will have on this sector of health care, it is projected that money could run out sooner than predicted. On the other hand, its services are being used less as people are staying away from hospitals in fear of catching the virus. In addition,  hospitals have prioritized giving care to those with COVID-19 and have halted a majority of other services that Medicare would have been paying for.
Discussion: Being aware of the current status or struggles Medicare is facing is very important to keep up with. As we read in our textbook chapter one (Feldstein, 2019), the way health care is being delivered has changed over time and will continue to change as certain situations drive decision making of key stakeholders. Depending on the significance of the impact the pandemic has on Medicare, it may determine or change the ability of low-income older adults to access health care services and benefits. This is something we should always be concerned about considering the graying of our population.
     I believe the author of this story did a great job at documenting the event and emphasizing the concerns this current event brings up in terms of health care delivery in the near future. I found significance in the way the author addressed the struggle Medicare has already been facing before the pandemic and then discussed its situation with the pandemic. The comparison emphasizes the importance of delivering this story. I also thought I was a good strategy that the author provided reassurance to readers that the struggle of Medicare delivery is not biggest concern to stakeholders at the moment because of the pandemic. The story does a great job of making the audience become aware of the current event.
Questions for Discussion: 
- What is your stance on the significance the impact of the pandemic will have on Medicare Part A as reported in this article?
 - In what other ways has or will the pandemic affect health care delivery?

